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Science Fair Score Sheet:  

Chicago Zoological Society/Brookfield Zoo  

Science Project Component  Points 0 or 1 2 or 3 4 or 5 

I. Question  --  --    
     Statement of Problem/    

     Question Hypothesis  

 Problem/hypothesis is not stated or 

unclear (may not be probable) 

Problem/hypothesis is vague and 

may/may not be probable   

Problem/hypothesis is well stated 

and probable 

     Degree of Inquiry   More demonstration than inquiry   Signs of inquiry evident in the 

project but not quite developed  

Reflective of being inquiry based 

in question and process  

     Level of Creativity   Neither creative nor original  Hints of creativity evident in the 

project  

Shows evident of a high level of 

creativity  

II. Action –  --    
     Design  Not clear what the plan is/ 

uncertain as to whether it can/ 

cannot answer the question  

Plan is presented and could 

plausibly answer the question  

Plan is well suited to answer the 

question (use of variables and 

constants is clear)  

     Execution/Implementation  Unclear as to what materials, 

methods and/or procedures were 

used 

Some but not all components are 

explained  

Materials, methods procedures 

are evident from presentation   

    Analysis  Results are either not presented or 

summarized (results may or may 

not be plausible)  

Attempts are made to present or 

summarize results but may/may 

not be plausible   

Results are summarized, 

presented and plausible 

III. Reflection -- --    
    Conclusions (What happened)   Results and conclusions do not 

seem consistent 

Results and conclusions are  

somewhat consistent/ 

inconsistent  

Results and conclusions are 

consistent 

    Interpretation (Why)   No real explanation as to why 

these results happened 

Some evidence of an explanation 

but somewhat vague 

Explanation is clear and 

reasonable  

    Bigger picture   No reference to the wider 

implications of the work is 

presented  

Reference to wider  implications 

(universe) vague and/or unclear 

Reference to wider implications 

are clear, present and possible  

IV. Project Clarity/   

       Organization 

 Messy or disorganized not clear  Some pieces are better than 

others  

Clear concise and well organized 

 V.  Age/Grade Appropriate   Too simple for age/grade level  Somewhat complicated but 

could be more involved 

Age/grade appropriate   

VI. Student’s Overall 

         Understanding  

 Student seems to have very little 

understanding 

Student has some understanding  Understanding by student is 

evident 

                                   Total Points     

Note.  Rubric adapted from the Inquiry Circle. Arango, N., Chaves, M. E., & Feinsinger, P. Schoolyard ecology: A conceptual and methodological guide.   

           Audubon International Programs.   A rating for a specific project component can range from 0 to 5, using whole numbers please for a maximum of 60 points.  


